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About RCAS

Fr i nn PN 70 H 40| The Hong Kong Research Center for Asian Studies (RCAS) is a
nonprofit research organization focusing on Asian affairs. It is a newly established
institution founded in February 2022 by Dr. Nian Peng in Haikou and subsequently
moved to Hong Kong in September 2023. We currently have an international research
team with nearly 100 resident/nonresident researchers from China and other countries.

RCAS aims to become a leading research institute and think tank on Asian affairs in
the Indo-Pacific region. To date, RCAS has conducted research programs on maritime
disputes in the South China Sea (SCS), China’s relations with the Indo-Pacific states,
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), terrorism/counterterrorism in the Afg-Pak region,
and so on. It is committed to promoting maritime cooperation, regional integration, and
regional peace in the Indo-Pacific region at large.

RCAS has published nearly ten books in Chinese and English and more than 20 papers
in SSCI/SCOPUS/CSSCI-indexed journals. Recent English publications include
Populism, Nationalism and South China Sea Dispute: Chinese and Southeast Asian
Perspectives (Singapore: Springer Nature, 2022); Pakistan’s Foreign Policy:
Contemporary Developments and Dynamics (London: Routledge, 2022); Crossing the
Himalayas: Buddhist Ties, Regional Integration and Great-Power Rivalry (Singapore:
Springer Nature, 2021); The Reshaping of China-Southeast Asia Relations in Light of
the COVID-19 Pandemic (Singapore: Springer Nature, 2021); Territorial Disputes, The
Role of Leaders and The Impact of Quad: A Triangular Explanation of China-India
Border Escalations (2023); Managing the South China Sea Dispute: Multilateral and
Bilateral Approaches (2022); China-Pakistan Cooperation on Afghanistan: Assessing
Key Interests and Implementing Strategies (2022); Hedging Against the Dragon:
Myanmar’s Tangled Relations with China since 1988 (2021); and China-Pakistan
Conventional Arms Trade: An Appraisal of Supplier’s and Recipient’s Motives (2020).

RCAS has also published hundreds of articles, and its researchers have
been interviewed in various local and international media outlets, such as The
Diplomat in the United States, East Asian Forum (EAF) in Australia, Bangkok Post in
Thailand, Jakarta Post in Indonesia, Lian He Zao Bao, Think China in
Singapore, South China Morning Post (SCMP), China-US Focus in Hong
Kong, CGTN, Global Times, World Affairs n China.
RCAS researchers have actively participated in international conferences or study
visits in the United States, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Myanmar, Cambodia, and
other places.

Welcome to visit our website: http://www.rcas.top.
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‘Asian Model’ in Global Security Governance

Nian Peng

The 13th Beijing Xiangshan Forum was successfully held, bringing together
representatives from over 100 countries and international organisations to discuss
security cooperation. This once again proves that the more turbulent the situation, the
more necessary dialogue becomes; the more contradictions there are, the more
imperative cooperation is. Dialogue and cooperation are a proven effective approach to
upholding world peace, while sanctions and confrontation only create turmoil. At
present, the global security landscape is at a fragile juncture, marked by frequent multi-
point disturbances and localised unrest, with a persistently large deficit in global
security governance. Traditional governance paradigms such as zero-sum game, arms
race, military alliance and armed strike are gradually losing their efficacy, and a new
security governance paradigm is urgently needed.
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As an international forum focused on security cooperation and governance, the Beijing
Xiangshan Forum has long advocated dialogue and cooperation, pursued world peace
and gradually developed an ‘Asian model’ for security governance. Rooted in the
valuable experience of Asian security governance, this model is a fruitful outcome of
applying Asian wisdom to global security governance. For a long time, Asia has been
a relatively vulnerable segment in the global security architecture. In particular, the
Middle East issue ranks at the top of various global security risk lists.
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In recent years, crises on the Cambodia-Thailand and Myanmar borders have also
emerged as new focal points in the Asian security domain. These elevated security risks
have compelled Asian countries to explore crisis solutions, providing abundant
practical scenarios for Asian security governance and giving rise to an Asian security
governance model distinct from the West’s. One core element of the Asian model is
dialogue. At this year’s Beijing Xiangshan Forum, experts from Russia and Ukraine,
the parties involved in the crisis, sat at the same table for discussion; representatives
from Iran and the United States spoke in the same hall. Such scenes vividly embodied
the forum’s openness and inclusiveness.

There is an old Chinese saying: “Truth becomes clear through debate.” Only by putting
disagreements on the table and explaining positions clearly can misjudgments be
reduced and mutual understanding become possible. This is also important as the Asian
model has gained recognition among participants from other parts of the world. A
second core element of the Asian model is cooperation. Dialogue aims to promote and
institutionalise cooperation so risks are kept under control and crises are de-escalated.
China’s Global Security Initiative and Global Governance Initiative are efforts to
institutionalise security cooperation through dialogue. China has also called on member
states of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization and BRICS to actively implement the
Global Security Initiative and the Global Governance Initiative, helping safeguard
peace and stability across the Global South. In regional practice, the security
cooperation advocated by the Asian model is producing tangible results in narrowing
differences and reducing tensions.

In Southeast Asia, China led by initiating a trilateral foreign ministers’ meeting among
China, Cambodia and Thailand, playing a constructive role in easing the Cambodia—
Thailand border crisis. On the international stage, China has consistently worked to
uphold the United Nations’ central role in responding to global and regional crises and
has supported multilateralism as a coordinating mechanism for resolving disputes and
managing crises. In the recent Middle East crisis, China has not only advocated a
significant role for the United Nations, but has also supported regional countries in
strengthening themselves through cooperation and pursuing greater security autonomy,
drawing strong recognition from the United Nations and countries in the region.

A third core element of the Asian model is peace — the model’s ultimate objective.
Dialogue may involve disagreement, and cooperation may encounter setbacks, but
peace remains the central thread. In its agenda setting, this year’s forum directly
confronted crises while seeking peace: it neither avoided the difficult questions posed
by localised conflicts nor stopped searching for solutions. During the forum, experts
frequently disagreed, yet those differences did not turn the forum into another
‘battlefield.” Instead, they reinforced expectations that the forum can make an
increasingly meaningful contribution to world peace and stability.
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Finally, the ‘Asian Model’ in global security governance dialogue prioritises mutual
respect, non-intervention, consensus building and development-oriented cooperation.
It is not meant to replace existing international governance institutions, but may
contribute to more inclusive, representative and responsive international security
governance that addresses the concerns of the Global South. It remains, however, based
on the principles of national sovereignty and collective responsibility and the spirit of
cooperation with respect to peace, stability and sustainable development in the region.

As Asia’s influence expands, the Asian Model offers a more practical diplomacy,
common interests and peaceful coexistence to enhance global security governance.

This article was first published at The Times of Bangladesh, Bangladesh, Sep. 28,
2026, https://tob.news/asian-model-in-global-security-governance/.

About Author

Nian Peng is the Director of the Hong Kong Research Center for Asian Studies (RCAS),
Hong Kong. He holds a Ph.D in Government and International Studies at Hong Kong
Baptist University. His main research interests are in the areas of China-
Southeast/South Asia relations, Belt and Road Initiative(BRI) and maritime security of
the Indo-Pacific. He authored/edited four books-Populism, Nationalism and South
China Sea Dispute: Chinese and Southeast Asian Perspectives (Springer Nature, 2022),
Crossing the Himalayas: Buddhist Ties, Regional Integration and Great-Power Rivalry
(Springer Nature, 2021), The Reshaping of China-Southeast Asia Relations in Light of
the Covid-19 Pandemic (Springer Nature, 2021), International Pressures, Strategic
Preference, and Myanmar’s China Policy since 1988 (Springer Nature, 2020). His
refereed articles have been notably published in Ocean Development and International
Law, Pacific Focus, Asian Affairs, etc. He also contributes his perspectives to many
think tanks and various local and international media outlets such as Asia Centre in
France, East Asian Forum in Australia, The Diplomat in the USA, Bangkok Post in
Thailand, Jakarta Post in Indonesia, Lian He Zao Bao, Think China in Singapore, South
China Morning Post, China-US Focus in Hong Kong, Global Times, CGTN, World
Affairs in China. Email: hkrcas@163.com.

Address: 1507B, EASTCORE1, No.398, Kwun Tong, Kooloon, Hong Kong
Ph: 00852 2397 7886|Email: hkrcas@163.com|Web: www.rcas.top 5



	RCAS Commentary

