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About RCAS

Fr i nn PN 70 H 40| The Hong Kong Research Center for Asian Studies (RCAS) is a
nonprofit research organization focusing on Asian affairs. It is a newly established
institution founded in February 2022 by Dr. Nian Peng in Haikou and subsequently
moved to Hong Kong in September 2023. We currently have an international research
team with nearly 100 resident/nonresident researchers from China and other countries.

RCAS aims to become a leading research institute and think tank on Asian affairs in
the Indo-Pacific region. To date, RCAS has conducted research programs on maritime
disputes in the South China Sea (SCS), China’s relations with the Indo-Pacific states,
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), terrorism/counterterrorism in the Afg-Pak region,
and so on. It is committed to promoting maritime cooperation, regional integration,
and regional peace in the Indo-Pacific region at large.

RCAS has published nearly ten books in Chinese and English and more than 20
papers in SSCI/SCOPUS/CSSCI-indexed journals. Recent English publications
include Populism, Nationalism and South China Sea Dispute: Chinese and Southeast
Asian Perspectives (Singapore: Springer Nature, 2022); Pakistan’s Foreign Policy:
Contemporary Developments and Dynamics (London: Routledge, 2022); Crossing the
Himalayas: Buddhist Ties, Regional Integration and Great-Power Rivalry (Singapore:
Springer Nature, 2021); The Reshaping of China-Southeast Asia Relations in Light of
the COVID-19 Pandemic (Singapore: Springer Nature, 2021); Territorial Disputes,
The Role of Leaders and The Impact of Quad: A Triangular Explanation of
China-India Border Escalations (2023); Managing the South China Sea Dispute:
Multilateral and Bilateral Approaches (2022); China-Pakistan Cooperation on
Afghanistan: Assessing Key Interests and Implementing Strategies (2022); Hedging
Against the Dragon: Myanmar’s Tangled Relations with China since 1988 (2021);
and China-Pakistan Conventional Arms Trade: An Appraisal of Supplier’s and
Recipient’s Motives (2020).

RCAS has also published hundreds of articles, and its researchers have
been interviewed in various local and international media outlets, such as The
Diplomat in the United States, East Asian Forum (EAF) in Australia, Bangkok Post in
Thailand, Jakarta Post in Indonesia, Lian He Zao Bao, Think China in
Singapore, South China Morning Post (SCMP), China-US Focus in Hong
Kong, CGTN, Global Times, World Affairs n China.
RCAS researchers have actively participated in international conferences or study
visits in the United States, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Myanmar,
Cambodia, and other places.

Welcome to visit our website: http://www.rcas.top.
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China's 15th Five-Year Plan Offers A New Window of

Opportunity for Bangladesh

Sujit Kumar Datta

As China enters its 15th Five-Year Plan (2026-30) period, a new opportunity has
emerged that Bangladesh must assess, accept and manage prudently.

ATISS.

China's 15th Five-Year Plan is an evolution from infrastructure investment to a new
type of investment that emphasizes digital sovereignty, smart technologies and
standards. The "model-chip-cloud-application" ecosystem is part of this strategy to
integrate partner countries with China's technology ecosystem. This offers
Bangladesh a policy and development road map for rapid growth.

The "model" is the first step, which includes deploying artificial intelligence (AI)
technologies from China. For Bangladesh, these could revolutionize governance,
administration and disaster management. Al tools for agriculture, urban development
and climate change adaptation could enhance their efficiency in a country susceptible
to climate change.

The "chip," the second component, is supplying Chinese semiconductors and chips to
power critical infrastructure. Affordable, scalable hardware is attractive for
Bangladesh's digitalization. This might save the country money, import components
from the West and accelerate the technological shift.
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The "cloud," such as Alibaba Cloud and Huawei Cloud, provides data storage and
management for e-governance. Bangladesh can use cloud computing for e-governance,
digital financial services and smart cities. They can also help automate and increase
transparency.

Ultimately, the "application" layer is vast and includes applications such as smart port
and smart energy. These are important for Bangladesh. For instance, integrating a
smart logistics system into Bangladesh's ports will boost trade efficiency, minimize
bottlenecks and enable Bangladesh to compete in international markets. Smart grids
will increase energy efficiency and reduce waste in the electricity sector.

Besides smart infrastructure, China's integration strategy covers sectors in South Asia,
many of which are critical to Bangladesh. In energy, smart grids with Al will increase
energy efficiency. In maritime, digital integration will boost Bangladesh's trade. In
governance, smart cities will enhance governance. These overlap with Bangladesh's
desire to transition from a least developed to a developed country with smart
infrastructure.

The prospects are good. Bangladesh has the opportunity to leapfrog its development
by adopting new technologies, as outlined in China's 15th Five-Year Plan. This aligns
with Bangladesh's own digital, diversified and sustainable development. The question
is, how will Dhaka handle this opportunity?

First, Bangladesh should adopt a phased roll-out of technology. Second, investing in
education, training and research will ensure that Bangladesh not only uses but also
innovates in technology. Third, transparency in the negotiation and procurement
process will help to build confidence. Last but not least, China-Bangladesh is a
progressive and interdependent relationship. The past 50 years have laid a foundation
of trust, cooperation and enhancement. The next step, as part of China's 15th
Five-Year Plan, will see the relationship reach a deeper level of vision, policy and
institutional preparedness.

For Bangladesh, it is about globalization leadership. If Bangladesh can lead the race
by being responsive to China's new priorities in a balanced, transparent and
progressive manner, then the country will be free of problems and become a safe,
empowered and connected digital country.

China's 15th Five-Year Plan can help Bangladesh get the development right. Given
that China's priorities are green technologies, low-carbon industries and sustainable
development, Bangladesh can take the opportunity to absorb China's investment,
technological and policy development experiences to enhance its sustainable
development. This would help the country partner with China to develop renewable
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energy, climate-resilient infrastructure, smart manufacturing and green finance to
move from traditional to inclusive and sustainable development.

This requires policy harmonization, transparent project approval and a national plan
focused on environmental and economic sustainability.

China's 15th Five-Year Plan can be an opportunity for Bangladesh to build a
sustainable, innovative economy by 2030 and beyond through a development
partnership.

This article was first published at Global Times, China, May 5, 2026,
https://www.globaltimes.cn/page/202605/1360325.shtml.
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