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About RCAS

Fr i nn PN 70 H 40| The Hong Kong Research Center for Asian Studies (RCAS) is a
nonprofit research organization focusing on Asian affairs. It is a newly established
institution founded in February 2022 by Dr. Nian Peng in Haikou and subsequently
moved to Hong Kong in September 2023. We currently have an international research
team with nearly 100 resident/nonresident researchers from China and other countries.

RCAS aims to become a leading research institute and think tank on Asian affairs in
the Indo-Pacific region. To date, RCAS has conducted research programs on maritime
disputes in the South China Sea (SCS), China’s relations with the Indo-Pacific states,
the Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), terrorism/counterterrorism in the Afg-Pak region,
and so on. It is committed to promoting maritime cooperation, regional integration,
and regional peace in the Indo-Pacific region at large.

RCAS has published nearly ten books in Chinese and English and more than 20
papers in SSCI/SCOPUS/CSSCI-indexed journals. Recent English publications
include Populism, Nationalism and South China Sea Dispute: Chinese and Southeast
Asian Perspectives (Singapore: Springer Nature, 2022); Pakistan’s Foreign Policy:
Contemporary Developments and Dynamics (London: Routledge, 2022); Crossing the
Himalayas: Buddhist Ties, Regional Integration and Great-Power Rivalry (Singapore:
Springer Nature, 2021); The Reshaping of China-Southeast Asia Relations in Light of
the COVID-19 Pandemic (Singapore: Springer Nature, 2021); Territorial Disputes,
The Role of Leaders and The Impact of Quad: A Triangular Explanation of
China-India Border Escalations (2023); Managing the South China Sea Dispute:
Multilateral and Bilateral Approaches (2022); China-Pakistan Cooperation on
Afghanistan: Assessing Key Interests and Implementing Strategies (2022); Hedging
Against the Dragon: Myanmar’s Tangled Relations with China since 1988 (2021);
and China-Pakistan Conventional Arms Trade: An Appraisal of Supplier’s and
Recipient’s Motives (2020).

RCAS has also published hundreds of articles, and its researchers have
been interviewed in various local and international media outlets, such as The
Diplomat in the United States, East Asian Forum (EAF) in Australia, Bangkok Post in
Thailand, Jakarta Post in Indonesia, Lian He Zao Bao, Think China in
Singapore, South China Morning Post (SCMP), China-US Focus in Hong
Kong, CGTN, Global Times, World Affairs n China.
RCAS researchers have actively participated in international conferences or study
visits in the United States, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Nepal, Myanmar,
Cambodia, and other places.

Welcome to visit our website: http://www.rcas.top.
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Oil, Power, and Sovereignty: The U.S.-Venezuela Confrontation

Sujit Kumar Datta

The already teetering relationships between the United States and Venezuela have
literally boiled over, and the scene has hit a new and even more perilous dimension.
When the USS Gerald R. Ford, the largest aircraft carrier in the world, and a
formidable demonstration of American might, made an important and threatening
departure in Latin American waters last Tuesday. Even though the deployment
represented by Washington is a necessity to stop drugs at international levels, the
groundwork and the political situation of the region show that there is much more at
stake than drug control. It is fundamentally a battle over oil, power, and holiness for
sovereignty in the Americas.

A Photo: Collected.

The justification is that the massive ship weaponry is to annihilate the drug cartels
across the lines. Actually, the US Navy has already executed operations against at
least 20 suspected drug boats on the Latin coasts of the Caribbean and Pacific, which
have claimed the lives of 76 individuals already. However, Venezuelan President
Nicolas Maduro is categorical in his thoughts: the actual intention of such a military
demonstration is to destabilise his government and arrange a change of government. It
is difficult to dispute his statement due to the scale of such deployment. According to
the sources in the US defense, the second aircraft carrier will soon be sailing very
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close to the Venezuelan waters. To worsen the situation, several warplanes are already
stationed in the US-controlled territory of Puerto Rico, and six other warships have
been dispatched to the Caribbean Sea, which puts the situation at the edge of a
near-crisis level. The F-35 fighters, warships, and a nuclear submarine, as published
by Reuters, is a firsthand agreement that it is not a regular anti-drug operation, but a
wide-scope power projection that squarely points at Caracas.

The administration of Maduro has responded to it with resistance, whereby he
announced a massive force deployment, and he says that a full mobilisation of the US
army would undoubtedly lead to open warfare. It is the logic of an endangered
sovereign nation. However, economic circumstances bring it to the level of sanctions,
which proclaim its right to self-defence against what it sees as foreign aggression.

To reveal the real motivation behind this confrontation, one must go beyond the
humanitarian and anti-drug rhetoric and focus on the latent strategic interests.
Venezuela holds the largest known oil reserves in the world. The problem of a
belligerent Venezuela, i.e., a Venezuela that does not acquiesce to the US geopolitical
agreement and that instead allies with its adversaries such as Russia and China, is
something Washington finds unacceptable as a breach of the hemispheric order.

It is founded on the conflict between US hegemony and Venezuelan sovereignty. The
US seeks to maintain its traditional preeminent status in its own backyard, ensuring
that local resources and political systems align with its strategic interests. The
opposition to Maduro, a disciple of Hugo Chavez, in turn, is rooted in the right to
national self-determination and the fight to escape the inescapable US political and
economic pressure. The last coercion method is the use of the USS Ford, which is
heavy-handed pressure to achieve a political outcome that cannot be accomplished in
a few years of sanctions and diplomatic pressure.

To President Donald Trump, the Venezuelan crisis is not a foreign policy matter, but
rather a domestic politics trap. He knows that his failure in overthrowing Maduro will
be a personal humiliation to him. There are, however, disastrous consequences to an
open military operation. After senior officials in the Trump administration realised the
gravity of the situation, they held three meetings this week at the White House to
discuss the possibility of taking military action. The unanimity that was declared is
that the White House should be highly doubtful of its ability to bring sanity to
Venezuela without exposing the US soldiers to an all-out war. The desperation may
be felt: the civil war that would follow the military intervention and the resultant civil
war would be a river of blood, which would hold the US President accountable.

Although the Senate failed in its endeavor to limit the President’s authority in waging
war, the President ultimately has the final decision to make. His current formula of

Address: 1507B, EASTCORE1, No.398, Kwun Tong, Kooloon, Hong Kong
Ph: 00852 2397 7886|Email: hkrcas@163.com/Web: www.rcas.top
2


http://www.rcas.top

TP 50 | The Hong Kong Research Center for Asian Studies (RCAS)

balance between military bullying of the enemy and precision operations has yet to
yield the desired results. He is also torn between the political need to be perceived as
tough and the terrifying fact that the escalation process may culminate in a
geopolitical disaster that cannot be reversed.

Above all, the US military build-up has already created an inferno of criticism in
Central and South America. The regionals have been viewed as a blatant opposition to
a historical accord due to their military posturing. Later that year, a block of 33
countries (the US is not a member) formed the Community of Latin American and
Caribbean States (CELAC), which termed the region a Zone of Peace. This statement
is entirely contradictory to the military presence in the present age. It is quite correct
when Cuban Foreign Minister Bruno Rodriguez Parrilla said that the US presence is a
provocative act that threatens the self-determination of our people. The same is
reflected in the high-profile regional leaders, such as Brazilian President Luiz Inécio
Lula da Silva and Colombian President Gustavo Petro, who have both been vocal
against US attacks and military fortification. This backlash suggests that Latin
American states are no longer satisfied with Washington’s unilateralism, but are
instead firmly pursuing the doctrine of non-intervention and sovereignty.

To complicate the matter even further, the US-Venezuela dispute is already being
drawn into the larger geopolitical conflict between global powerhouses. It was
highlighted by the Venezuelan President Maduro, who alleged that the Trump
administration was launching a new perennial war in the region, a war that he is
prepared to retaliate with an epic mobilisation of his own soldiers. Foreign player
intervention is very obvious. One such case is the study by Chinese scholars of the
Russian strategy in Venezuela as a case of Hybrid Power Projection in the American
traditional region of influence. It means that oil and the future of Venezuela is not an
up or down affair anymore, but a proxy war whereby Moscow and China are
attempting to intimidate the hegemony of the US and ensure that the crisis is not
resolved to the satisfaction of the strategic antagonists.

A nuclear submarine carrying F-35s to the doorstep of Caracas would be a desperate
gamble. It is not a battle of drugs, but a definitive battle over who will possess the
vast resources and political future of the Western Hemisphere. Military training can
only turn the Caribbean Sea into a battlefield, destroy the region’s tradition of peace,
and plunge an already impoverished country into the depths of disaster. The avenue
out of this fast-growing confrontation that can be offered is supported by international
pressure and diplomacy.

This article was first published at Times of Bangladesh, Bangladesh, November.18,
2025,
https.//tob.news/oil-power-and-sovereignty-the-u-s-venezuela-confrontation/.
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